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Waha'yicige and Wakandagi, — the Orphan and the Water-Monster (this 
tale has, in the end, a remarkable analogy to a Kootenay myth, which tells 
how " Bad-Clothes " killed a .fmw-headed monster, returning home with the 
tongues) ; Waha"0ige and the Buffalo-Woman ; The Corn- Woman and the 
Buffalo- Woman ; The Chief's Son and the Thunders ; The Chief's Son, 
the Snake-Woman, and the Thunders ; Two Faces and the Twin Brothers ; 
The Brothers, the Sisters, and the Red Bird ; How the Big Turtle went on 
the Warpath ; The Man and the Snake-Man ; The Bear-Girl ; The War- 
riors who were changed to Snakes ; The Suitor and his Friends ; The 
Orphan : a Pawnee Legend ; The Youth and the Underground People. 

These myths are interesting reading, apart from all considerations of sci- 
ence, and, besides, we have, in Dr. Dorsey's volume, tales such as these : 
The "Adventures" of Hi"qpe-ag£e (" He who sticks a fine feather in his 
hair ") ; of Haxige (some of the incidents in this tale remind us of the Al- 
gonkian story of Na'niboju' and the Water-Monsters) ; of the Badger's Son ; 
of the Puma, who was the adopted son of a man ; and of Waha n £icige, the 
Orphan. 

The Episode of the Raccoons and the Crabs is like the Algonkian myth 
of the Raccoon and Crawfish, and finds analogues elsewhere also. The 
historical texts given by Dr. Dorsey embrace such topics as these : Nu- 
da n axa's Account of his First War-Party ; The Defeat of the Pawnees by the 
Ponkas in 1855 ; The History of Icibaji ; The Story of Wabaskaha ; Bat- 
tles between the Omahas and the Ponkas ; Battle between the Omahas and 
the Dakotas ; How the Dakotas fought the Pawnees ; Battle between the 
Dakotas and Omahas in 1847 > War-Party in 1853 ; Two Crow's War- 
Party in 1854. And there is a curious section on " Sacred Traditions and 
Customs." The Letters which Dr. Dorsey has embodied in his 0egiha 
Texts form a welcome and valuable addition to the usual linguistic mate- 
rial emanating from the aborigines. 

The care and research of Dr. Dorsey are to be seen on every page of 
this monument of ^egiha philology, and it is to be hoped that the Bureau 
of Ethnology will be soon placed on such a footing as to give such emi- 
nently scientific investigators the advantages of prompt publication of the 
results of their labors. The work done by the collaborators of the Bureau 
is unequalled in the world of science, and Congress should see to it that 
their way is made smooth, and delays and hindrances, as far as possible, 
abolished. A. F. Chamberlain. 

Games, Ancient and Oriental, and how to play them. Being the 
Games of the Ancient Egyptians, the Hiera Gramme of the Greeks, the 
Ludus Latrunculorum of the Romans, and the Oriental Games of Chess, 
Draughts, Backgammon, and Magic Squares. By Edward Falkener. 
London and New York. Longmans, Green & Co. 1892. Pp. iv, 366, 
8vo. Illustrated with photo-engravings, photographs, and woodcuts. 
This handsome volume contains the results of several years of research 
into an interesting branch of folk-lore. The author, having first collected 
all known accounts of the several ancient games named on the title-page, 
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and having secured also new data concerning some of them, by ingenious 
studies and a scientific use of the imagination establishes rules for playing 
them, so that any one may play them as if they were modern games in- 
vented for the present time. The author's method combines the historical 
with the practical. It is interesting to note that a fragment has been pre- 
served of the draught-board, made of ivory and porcelain, that belonged to 
Queen Hatasu, who lived in Egypt as early as 1600 B. c. 

Mr. Falkener describes the Roman game, ludus latrunculorum, and iden- 
tifies it with the Egyptian game Tau, played by Queen Hatasu ; he then 
discovers, by analogy, etymology, and reason, the rules for playing the an- 
cient game. Specimen games are given in a notation of the author's inven- 
tion. 

The second game, which he treats in like manner, is Senat ; this is iden- 
tical with the modern Seega described by Carrington Bolton in The Journal 
of American Folk-Lore, vol. iii, page 132 (1890), and to whom Mr. Falke- 
ner gives due credit. 

The games of Han, of the Bowl, of the Sacred Way, and the game of 
Atep (the Mora of the Italians), are discussed at length, and abundantly 
illustrated. 

Under the section on Chess, the author passes over modern European 
chess, and confines himself to Chaturanga, Tamerlane's chess, Burmese chess, 
Chinese chess, and Japanese chess, with other unfamiliar varieties. We think 
it unfortunate that the author has departed, in this section, from the stand- 
ard systems of chess notation to introduce one of his own devising. 

Other sections deal with the game of Enclosing, varieties of Backgammon, 
and Pachisi of several kinds. Some of these Oriental games are long and 
complicated. 

Finally, a section on Magic Squares, including figures of the Knight's 
Tour, concludes the admirable work. In discussing the " tours of a chess 
knight," he is evidently unacquainted with S. S. Haldeman's little i6mo 
bearing this title, and printed in Philadelphia in 1864. Haldeman gives 
114 figures of the tour, with a valuable bibliography. 

Mr. Falkener's work is an admirable handbook to Oriental and ancient 
games ; the bibliographies heading each section, and the numerous beauti- 
ful illustrations, make the volume unique. It is, moreover, a valuable con- 
tribution to this branch of folk-lore. 

H. C.B. 

Afro-American Folk-Lore. Told round Cabin Fires of the Sea Islands 
of South Carolina. By A. M. H. Christensen. Boston : J. G. Cup- 
pies Company, 250 Boylston Street. Pp. viii, 116. 

This pleasing and welcome little volume contains seventeen tales, for 
the most part variants of those already given by Uncle Remus, but in some 
cases original. Before the advent of Uncle Remus, the collector had al- 
ready printed a South Carolina version of " De Wolf, de Rabbit, an' de 
Tar Baby," followed by several other tales ; to these she now adds addi- 
tional stories, all of which, as she observes, have the flavor of the life of 
the islands whence they are obtained. 



